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10 Common Construction

Site Hazards

Construction is one of the most dangerous
industries, and the numbers make that hard to
ignore. In 2024/25 alone, 35 construction workers lost
their lives on site and roughly 50,000 more suffered
non-fatal injuries. Behind every one of these statistics
is a hazard that wasn't caught in time.

Safety managers know the risks, but they can't be everywhere at once,
and traditional monitoring methods can't keep pace. Weekly inspections
miss what happens between shifts, and manual checklists don't catch
emerging risks as they unfold. By the time an incident is reported, the
damage is often already done.

The Solution? Smart Technology.

Al-powered detection, loT-based environmental
sensors and real-time alerts identify hazards as they
happen, not hours or days later, allowing managers
to intervene faster. This results in fewer incidents and
sites where workers are genuinely safer.

This article covers the 10 most common
construction site hazards and how
smart technology helps prevent them.
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Top 10 Construction
Site Hazards

Let's take a closer look at the most common
construction hazards, ranging from falls from height
to unauthorised access, and everything in between:

Moving Objects

Excavation and Collapsing Trenches
Working at Height

Slips, Trips and Falls

Fire Hazards

Dust Exposure

Excessive Noise

Adverse Weather
Hand-arm Vibration Syndrome

Unauthorised Access and Intruders
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Moving Objects

Construction sites are busy places with excavators,
cranes, lifting equipment and supply vehicles operating
in close proximity to workers almost every day. In fact,
based on HSE statistics, stuck-by-incidents accounted
for 12% of all non-fatal injuries between 2022 and 2024.

The traditional approach? Dependence on traffic
management plans and guards physically managing
n D construction site safety. However, human oversight has
1] I] I its limitations, especially during shift changes or when
o mMultiple construction projects are underway.

How Technology Helps:

Make: c——
Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) systems (Model: —
use Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to read Colour: e

vehicle registration plates from video or still images. A
Easily integrated with our mobile CCTV solutions, SPEED: 80MPH
ANPR catches vehicle make, model, colour and (— —\
recorded speed, adding valuable context beyond the ] L
plate itself. This gives safety teams the concrete ABC-123
evidence needed for investigations and accountability. L - _)

CCTV Towers positioned in high-traffic zones capture ongoing vehicle
and worker movements. Add-on intrusion detection systems alert
supervisors when unauthorised persons enter working areas. This level of
surveillance can drastically reduce injuries on-site.
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Excavation and
Collapsing Trenches

Excavation and groundworks are high-risk tasks where
unstable soil, trench collapses and utility strikes can
happen suddenly, especially when heavy machinery
weakens the ground. These failures are often fatal, so
strong planning and protection are essential.

Visual checks rarely catch every hazard, and workers
also face invisible risks like silica dust, which can cause
severe lung disease. With around 500 construction
deaths a year linked to silica exposure, dust control and
proper PPE are critical.

How Technology Helps:

Smart environmental monitoring solutions
can help prevent these site hazards.

I Weather sensors track changes in rainfall, temperature and wind
that can affect dust levels, slope stability and work schedules. They
alert safety teams as soon as conditions shift in ways that could

increase the risk of a collapse.

Air quality sensors track fine particulate matter (PM1, PM2.5, PM10),
CO,, TVOC, carbon monoxide and other harmful fibres in real time.

When dust levels become unsafe, managers are alerted
immediately so they can act quickly.
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Working at Height

Falls from height are the absolute main cause of fatal
injuries in the UK's construction industry, accounting
for over 50% of the 35 workplace deaths in 2024/25.
Even non-fatal falls can injure workers, leading to
compensation claims and project shutdowns while the
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) investigates.

The problem with traditional monitoring methods is
that they rely on physical barriers and basic harness
checks. But site managers can't watch every platform
and scaffold every minute of the day. It's no surprise
that many injuries and falls occur between manual
inspections.

How Technology Helps:

Advanced CCTV Towers and Temporary CCTV
solutions with PTZ (Pan-Tilt-Zoom) cameras provide
near-360° coverage of raised work areas. Desighed
for temporary and/or high-risk environments, they
provide live and recorded footage, consistently
monitoring for safety hazards on a construction site.

Al-powered detection systems use machine learning
to spot unsafe behaviour and PPE breaches instantly.
If cameras identify a missing hard hat or an
overcrowded scaffold, they trigger an immediate alert
so action can be taken before an accident occurs.
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even worse.

Manual spot checks only catch these risks

safety teams can't be everywhere at once.

Slips, Trips and Falls

Between 2022 and 2025, around 50,000 construction
workers suffered non-fatal injuries, with a quarter
caused by slips, trips and falls. Uneven ground, spills,
pits, loose materials and debiris all increase the risk, and
bad weather like heavy rain or snow makes hazards

at one point

in time. By the next walkabout (which could be hours
or days later), new risks may have appeared. Regular
risk assessments prevent injuries on building sites, but

How Technology Helps: .

INCIDENT L

10:24:17 il

Continuous CCTV surveillance —
watches construction sites e

both day and night. Al- el R
powered software analyses live gt If [ :
footage to identify recurring .
issues in work and storage
areas, zones where clutter and
debris often accumulate.
When incidents do occur,
timestamped evidence

PPEVIOLATION
DETECTED

WORKER TRIP
DETECTED

supports investigations and l n ;
insurance claims.
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Fire Hazards

Fires can quickly spread across construction sites when
exposed timber, insulation and combustible materials
are lying around. The open nature of many working
areas, combined with limited detection, allows fires to
go undetected until major damage is done.

Traditional fire safety typically relies on standard smoke

detectors that only trigger after a substantial amount
of smoke reaches the sensors. By that stage, the fire
o0

may already be well developed.

How Technology Helps:

Modern Smoke and Fire Detection uses artificial intelligence to identify
the earliest signs of fire, such as:

Thin smoke trails
Heat signatures
Colour changes

Flame patterns

Flickering light

They notice fire hazards much quicker than basic smoke detectors while
filtering false alarms caused by dust and steam with near-pinpoint
accuracy. This gives site teams more time to respond and far better
protection for everyone on site.
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Dust Exposure

Around 5,000 construction workers have work-related
lung issues. Long-term exposure to silica, asbestos,
wood dust, diesel fumes, mould and other toxins can
lead to conditions like siderosis, silicosis, COPD and
lung cancer.

Traditional controls like wetting, RPE and manual
inspections have limits. Because dust levels rise and fall
° I throughout the day, spot checks often miss the

oustievers  dangerous peaks.

How Technology Helps:

Smart air quality sensors constantly monitor airborne pollutants in real-
time. When readings approach Workplace Exposure Limits (WELSs) (e.g.,
0.1 mg/m?3 for Respirable Crystalline Silica (RCS)), instant alerts enable
early intervention, such as pausing work or rotating site teams.

This not only ensures workers aren't
put in harm's way but also creates a
detailed audit record that regulators _
expect. These devices store up to B , i :
180,000 timestamped readings, . fg
supporting ESG monitoring and o - S A -
reporting obligations under the
Control of Substances Hazardous to
Health Regulations (COSHH).
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Excessive Noise

Did you know construction workers are 3X more likely
to suffer hearing damage than the average employee?
Once hearing is gone, there's very little that can be
done to fix it.

The reality is, prolonged exposure above 85 decibels
(dB) causes irreversible hearing loss, which neither

_ surgery nor a hearing aid can correct. Yet, many
I' )) ? < construction activities like drilling and jackhammering

can exceed thresholds within minutes.

How Technology Helps:

loT-based noise monitoring sensors use a
condenser microphone to track a wide
sound (30-130 dB) and frequency (20Hz to
12.5kHz) range across noisy building sites.
Continuous monitoring and real-time alerts
notify safety managers when readings
approach unsafe thresholds, enabling quick
corrective action before damage occurs.

PPE smart detection flags violations
instantly, timestamps each event, and
stores it in Stellifii. Reports are generated up
to 5X faster than legacy systems, making
compliance effortless.
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Adverse Weather

Rain, wind, snow and extreme temperatures can
change by the hour. High winds make crane operations
dangerous, heavy downpours cause slips, heat waves
increase fatigue and thick fog impairs visibility.

Nearly 40% of UK site managers say severe weather is a
major driver of delays and financial losses. Additionally,
around 22% of construction management teams
identify freezing temperatures, heavy rainfall, and
flooding as some of the biggest risks facing the sector.

How Technology Helps:

Designed for critical outdoor sites, smart weather monitoring systems
track environmental conditions that help project teams assess risks,
make informed decisions and document conditions for compliance
reports, safety discussions and/or insurance claims. Monitoring conditions
at transmission distances of up to 100 metres, these devices record:

Temperature (from -40°C to 60+°C) &
Humidity (10-99%)
Wind speed (0-110mph)

Rainfall (hourly)

Dew point
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Hand-arm Vibration
Syndrome

Hand-arm vibration syndrome (HAVS), also known as
"Vibration White Finger", is caused by using vibrating
tools for extended periods. A few of these tools include
pneumatic drills, grinders and jackhammers. Tingling,
"white fingers" (loss of blood flow), numbness and loss
of grip strength are common symptoms of HAVS.

Manual vibration controls aren’t enough. Without
continuous monitoring, proving compliance with the
Control of Vibration at Work Regulations 2005 or
tracking levels during demolition becomes unreliable.

How Technology Helps:

loT technology helps reduce the risk of
injury by continuously monitoring tool

vibration levels and automatically alerting A vmn&'-‘rmN b o

safety managers when exposure nears
threshold limits (2.5 m/s2 over 8 hours).

On top of this, smart PPE detection
systems verify that workers are wearing
the required protective gear, helping to
strengthen compliance and prevent
avoidable harm.
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Unauthorised Access
and Intruders

Construction sites house valuable machinery and
materials, making them frequent targets for theft and
vandalism. Intruders also pose liability risks, as
contractors can still be held responsible if an
unauthorised person is injured on-site.

'V‘ / Traditional measures like patrols, basic fencing and

o static CCTV can't keep up with modern construction

) crime. Guards can't cover every boundary, and standard
surveillance leaves blind spots criminals exploit.

How Technology Helps:

Intruder detection uses near-360° PTZ cameras and ‘]F
Al analytics to separate real threats from false alarms. i
Al enables early detection with minimal human
input, distinguishing someone scaling a fence from
harmless movement like debris or wildlife.

When paired with fully managed CCTV Towers and
remote monitoring, trained operators at NSI Gold
Accredited centres verify live footage and trigger
responses such as mobile keyholding dispatch or
issuing audio challenges to deter intruders.
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Contact Us

Wireless CCTV Ltd
James Watt House
James Watt Drive
Kingsway Business Park
Rochdale, OL16 4UG

T: +44 (0) 800 470 4630
E: sales@wccty.com
E: support @wccty.com

X in v f ©

WWW.WCCTV.CO.UK

Page 14



https://twitter.com/wirelesscctv
https://vimeo.com/wirelesscctv
https://vimeo.com/wirelesscctv
https://www.facebook.com/WirelessCCTV1/
https://www.facebook.com/WirelessCCTV1/
https://www.instagram.com/wirelesscctvltd/
https://www.instagram.com/wirelesscctvltd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wcctv
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